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Think Like a Statistician
• This is all it takes
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Stop

• The Problem with Surveys
– Who is asking ?
– What are they asking ?
– How did they select the sample?
– How many people responded?
– How did they word the question?
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How did they word the question?
– Don’t be fooled by “precision”

Questionnaire Solicitations
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Look: Simple Presentation of Data Used in 
Policy

7

Listen

• Where did the data come from?
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Accuracy of Data Collection 
Efforts
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Sample Size

• Most frequently asked question
• Assumes all the elements of the sample 

respond
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Nussbaum’s Bias

If you have a lousy
sample and triple the 
sample size, you still
have NOTHING
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