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Metals Subgroup Agenda and Minutes 
 

AOAC Annual Meeting Community Meeting 
DATE: September 18, 2007, 3:45 pm 
PLACE: AOAC INTERNATIONAL Meeting, Anaheim, California, USA 
PURPOSE: Breakout Subgroup Sessions 
 
1. Collect a roster of attendees (see Meeting Roster Form) 
[Attendees: 6; roster form completed (attached)] 
 
2. Collect roster of any other "stakeholders" who should be contacted to join this subgroup. 
 Include the names of organizations, companies and trade associations who should be notified of the 
work of this subgroup.  (You can use the roster form. You can collect business cards and record the 
information later, etc) 
[Organizations missing: food industry, private labs, importers (i.e, those interested in mercury), greater 
international representation] 
 
3. Assign someone to take notes of the meeting. (Notes of this meeting should be reviewed by the 
Subgroup Chair and shared with the other subgroup members for comment.)   
[Notes taken by Steve Capar] 
 
4. Minutes are due to the Community Chair/s by October 31, 2007. It is important to share your 
information because the Community Chairs must report to the OMB and BOD quarterly. 
[This document will serve as minutes of meeting.] 
 
5. Discuss and List Method Needs. (You might use a flip chart.) What analytes, matrices, 
concentrations? Why do you need the method? What do you already know about this method need? Are 
there methods already in use that need improvement or replacement? Why? Try to consolidate similar 
method needs together. 
[Method Needs: (a) Toxic arsenic, (b) unification of spectrometric methods (AAS/ICP), (c) speciation of 
arsenic, (d) speciation of mercury, (e) speciation of selenium, (f) speciation of cadmium, (g) iodine, (h) total 
mercury. Also mentioned was the need for certified reference materials related to food with certified levels of 
antimony, tin, and thallium.] 
 
6. Take a verbal vote of the number of persons interested in pursuing each of the methods 
(You will not finalize your decision on method need priorities until you have contacted all the stakeholders 
who are not present at the meeting. You need to include their input in your decisions.) 
[Interest Vote: 
4 – Arsenic speciation (toxic/non-toxic) 
4 – Unification of methods (AAS/ICP) 
5 – Iodine 
4 – Methylmercury 
2 – Selenium speciation 
0 – Cadmium speciation 
1 – Total mercury] 
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7. If there is significant interest in a particular method, begin developing the method 
performance criteria. (See Method Performance Criteria Form) 
[Some preliminary criteria developed; see form] 
 
8. Ask for volunteers to work on the subgroup and/or represent the group as "voting members" 
in the Community. They do NOT need to be AOAC members. 
[Not done; ran out of time] 
 
9. Decide on a date and time to hold another meeting.   
Plan for conference call or e-mail communication monthly or at least every 3 months. Perhaps there is 
another conference where you can meet face-to-face? 
[Not done; ran out of time] 
 
10. Assign tasks for members such as contacting other stakeholders or developing a method 
performance criteria document for methods of very high priority. (There are good examples of method 
performance criteria on the AOAC Agricultural Materials Community web pages.) 
[Not done; ran out of time] 
 
11. Post your Minutes, Method Needs and Method Performance Criteria on the AOAC website. 
(When ready to post, the Community Chairs can submit them for posting. The documents should also be 
stored on the e-Community pages of the AOAC website. However, only AOAC members have access to 
these files.) 
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Attendee Roster – Metals Subgroup 
 

MEETING 
DATE: September 18, 2007 
PLACE: AOAC INTERNATIONAL Meeting, Anaheim, California, USA 
PURPOSE: Initial meeting to determine interest 
 
Please print clearly.  Include other stakeholders who should be notified of this subgroup. 
Check 

if 
present 

NAME ORGANIZATION E-MAIL METHOD 
INTERESTS 

✓ Bill Mindak USFDA/CFSAN william.mindak@fda.hhs.gov Toxic elements, 
metal speciation 

✓ Cory Murphy Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency 

murphycj@inspection.gc.ca Toxic elements, 
metal speciation 

✓ Milan Ihnat Agriculture Canada ihnatm@agr.gc.ca Elements, AAS, 
ICP 

✓ Lars Jorhem National Food Adm. lajo@slv.se Metals, elements 

✓ Jim Bell Food Safety Net 
Services 

jbell@food-safetynet.com Heavy metals 

✓ Steve Capar USFDA/CFSAN stephen.capar@fda.hhs.gov Toxic elements, 
metal speciation 
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